Armadillos (Dasypus novemcinctus) as a model to test antileprosy vaccines; a preliminary report.
The efficacy of two candidate leprosy vaccines, BCG and a mixture of BCG and killed Mycobacterium leprae, was tested in 62 armadillos caught in the wild. The abilities of the vaccines to convert lepromin-negative armadillos to a positive reaction were compared with a group of control animals. Both vaccines upgraded subsequent lepromin skin-test histopathology. The conversion results parallel the protection values obtained in some BCG vaccine trials against leprosy in humans. Before conducting expensive human trials with new antileprosy vaccines, it would be worthwhile first to evaluate them in the armadillo model.